
PSED 
 

On-going Learning Experiences for 
Role Play 

Physical Development 

Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what 
others say. Explains own knowledge and understanding, and asks 
appropriate questions of others. 
Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children, e.g. finding a 
compromise. Confident to speak to others about own needs, 
wants, interests and opinions. Can describe self in positive terms 
and talk about abilities. Understands that own actions affect other 
people, for example, becomes upset or tries to comfort another 
child when they realise they have upset them. Aware of the 
boundaries set, and of behavioural expectations in the setting. 
Beginning to be able to negotiate and solve problems without 
aggression, e.g. when someone has taken their toy. Children play 
co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of 
one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They 
show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form 
positive relationships with adults and other children.  
Children are confident to try new activities, and say why they 
like some activities more than others. They are confident to 
speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will 
choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. 
They say when they do or don’t need help.  
Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk 
about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, 
and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as 
part of a group or class and understand and follow the rules. 
They adjust their behaviour to different situations, and take 
changes of routine in their stride. 

Experiments with different ways of moving. 
Jumps off an object and lands appropriately. 
Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. 
Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable 
materials safely and with increasing control. 
Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 
Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace 
vertical lines. 
Begins to form recognisable letters. 
Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form 
recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 
Shows understanding of the need for safety when 
tackling new challenges, and considers and manages 
some risks. 
Shows understanding of how to transport and store 
equipment safely. 
Practices some appropriate safety measures without 
direct supervision. 
Children show good control and co-ordination in 
large and small movements. 
Children move confidently in a range of ways, safely 
negotiating space. 
They handle equipment and tools effectively, 
including pencils for writing. 

Communication & Language 

Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for short span. 
Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or 
discussion. 
Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the 
meaning and sounds of new words. 
Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play 
situations. 
Links statements and sticks to a main theme or intention. 
Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events. 
Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 
Children listen attentively in a range of situations. 
They give their attention to what others say and respond 
appropriately, while engaged in another activity. 
They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences 
and in response to stories or events. 
Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of 
listeners’ needs. 
They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking 
about events that have happened or are to happen in the future. 
They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting 
ideas or events. 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

Uses some clearly identifiable letters to 
communicate meaning, representing some sounds 
correctly and in sequence. 
Writes own name and other things such as labels, 
captions. 
Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful 
contexts. 
Children use their phonic knowledge to write 
words in ways which match their spoken 
sounds. 
They also write some irregular common words. 
They write simple sentences which can be read 
by themselves and others. 
Some words are spelt correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible. 

Recognise some numerals of personal 
significance. 
Recognises numerals 1 to 5. 
In practical activities and discussion, beginning 
to use the vocabulary involved in adding and 
subtracting. 
Begins to identify own mathematical problems 
based on own interests and fascinations. 
Can describe their relative position such as 
‘behind’ or ‘next to’. 
Uses everyday language related to time. 
Measures short periods of time in simple ways. 
Children use everyday language to talk 
about size, weight, capacity, position, 
distance, time and money to compare 
quantities and objects and to solve 
problems. 
They explore characteristics of everyday 
objects and shapes and use mathematical 
language to describe them. 

 

Enjoys joining in with family customs and 
routines. 
Looks closely at similarities, differences, 
patterns and change. 
Children talk about past and present events 
in their own lives and in the lives of family 
members. 
They know that other children don’t always 
enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to 
this. 
They know about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others, and among 
families, communities and traditions. 
They talk about the features of their own 
immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another. 
Children recognise that a range of 
technology is used in places such as homes 
and schools. 
They select and use technology for 
particular purposes. 

Create simple representations of events, 
people and objects. 
Introduces a storyline or narrative into their 
play. 
Plays alongside other children who are 
engaged in the same theme. 
Plays cooperatively as part of a group to 
develop and act out a narrative 
Children use what they have learnt about 
media and materials in original ways, 
thinking about uses and purposes. 
They represent their own ideas, thoughts 
and feelings through design and 
technology, art, music, dance, role play 
and stories. 

 
 
 

 



 Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Unique Child 

Playing and Exploring (engagement) 

 Pretending objects are things from their experience 

 Representing their experiences in play 

 Taking a role in their play 

 Acting out experiences with other people 

 Initiating activities 
 
Active Learning (motivation) 

 Maintaining focus on their activity for a period of time 

 Showing high levels of energy, fascination 

 Not easily distracted 

 Paying attention to details 
 
Creating & Thinking Critically (thinking) 

 Thinking of ideas 

 Making links and noticing patterns in their experience 
 

 

Positive Relationships 

Playing and Exploring (engagement) 

 Play with children. Encourage them to explore, and show 
your own interest in discovering new things. 

 Join in play sensitively, fitting in with children’s ideas. 

 Model pretending an object is something else and help 
develop roles and stories. Pay attention to how children 
engage in activities – the challenges faced, the effort, 
thought, learning and enjoyment. Talk more about the 
process than products. 

 
Active Learning (motivation) 

 Stimulate children’s interest through shared attention, and 
calm over-stimulated children. 

 Encourage children to learn together and from each other. 
 
Creating & Thinking Critically (thinking) 

 Value questions, talk, and many possible responses, 
without rushing toward answers too quickly 
Support children’s interests over time, reminding them of 
previous approaches and encouraging them to make 
connections between their experiences. 

Enabling Environments 
 

Playing and Exploring (engagement) 

 Make sure resources are relevant to children’s interests 

 Help children concentrate by limiting noise, and making 
spaces visually calm and orderly. 

 Ensure children have uninterrupted time to play and 
explore 

 
Active Learning (motivation) 

 Ensure children have time and freedom to become 
deeply involved in activities 

 Keep significant activities out instead of routinely tidying 
them away 

 
Creating & Thinking Critically (thinking) 

 Plan linked experiences that follow the ideas children 
are really thinking about 

Permanent Resources 
Role play area may change throughout the year so resources may vary accordingly. 
Permanent Resources 

Basic furniture & storage 
 
Resource enhancements throughout the year 

Clothes that are easy to put on and take off including some like dark jackets or white coats that 
indicate a role, Shoes, bags and hats, Lengths of fabric, Variety of pans, scales, jugs, baking trays, 
wooden spoons etc., Plates, bowls, mugs and cutlery, Play food or materials to represent food, Tea 
towels, tablecloths, apron, oven gloves, Clock, ornaments, plants, telephone, television and remote 
control, Bedding, Books, including cookery books, magazines, paper, pencils, Range of dolls and 
accessories including different genders, racial groups and ones with disabilities 
 
The following items could be kept in resource packs to add when wanted: Baby accessories 
including bottles and changing mat; Soft toy dog plus basket and bowl; Tools and DIY equipment; 
Dustpan and brush and cleaning cloths Ironing board and iron; Plastic sheeting or tarpaulin; Plastic 
crates– milk, bread, or supermarket; Large cardboard boxes; Planks; Hose pipe– cut to length to 
use as fire fighting equipment or for sand and water play; Pieces of carpet or carpet squares; 
Wheelbarrows; A– frames; Wooden and plastic blocks; Wheeled toys– trucks, prams, pushchairs, 
carts; Pieces of carpet and carpet squares; Tents Holiday equipment– backpacks, sleeping bags, 
cooking stuff, suitcases, picnic bags; Builders’ tools and equipment– mallets, screwdrivers; DIY 
tools and tool belts; Mechanics’ tools and equipment; Decorators’ tools and equipment– brushes 
and pots; Gardening tools– shovels, spades, watering cans; Home tools– cameras, mobile phones, 
personal stereos, binoculars, umbrellas, money, purses, tickets, cards; Fire Fighter equipment; 
Doctors’ bag and equipment. 

Possible Experience 
Having fun and enjoying play 
Making choices and organising their play independently 
Expressing feelings and ideas 
Developing speaking skills such as taking turns in a conversation  
Using language to solve problems 
Joining in and developing imaginative play 
Responding to and recreating experiences 
Communicating ideas through imaginative play 
Writing for a purpose 
Reading words in the environment 
Developing counting, sorting and matching skills 
Learning about size and shape through practical experience 
Developing their understanding of the adult world 
Developing their knowledge of other cultures 

 


